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• Plant, animal, invertebrate or micro-

organism that have been introduced 

outside of their natural range into a new 

aquatic ecosystem

• Major risk to aquatic ecosystems

Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS)

Zebra Mussel 

Dreissena polymorpha 

Spiny Waterflea

Bythotrephes longimanus

Eurasian Watermilfoil

Myriophyllum spicatum

Prussian Carp

Carassius gibelio

Ⓒroy pilcher - iNaturalist

ⒸAssociation de bassin versant de 7 (ABV7) - iNaturalist

Ⓒlakehead2014 - iNaturalist

ⒸSaskatchewan Sportfish Research Group

Flowering Rush

Butomus umbellatus
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Invasive (Zebra and Quagga) Mussels
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Impact of Invasive Mussels 

Ecological Recreational Economic

Photo by Marrone Bio Innovations, Inc.

USFWS Fish and Aquatic Conservation

Photo submitted by CBC news
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The Cost and Effect of AIS

*The most cost-effective 

option is preventing AIS 

from entering. 
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Program objective: To prevent aquatic invasive species introduction into 

Prince Albert National Park watersheds.

• Clean Drain Dry Information Campaign (2022-present)

• Aquatic Invasive Species Monitoring

• Phase I Prevention Program – Watercraft Certification Permit 

(2025-2027)

• Early Detection and Rapid Response Plan 

• If invasive mussels are found in Saskatchewan during Phase I

• If AIS are found in Prince Albert National Park

• Phase II Long-term Prevention Program (2027 onwards)

Prevention Program Overview
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• Preventing the spread of aquatic invasive 

species (AIS) is a shared responsibility.

• “Make clean, drain, dry a habit 

everywhere you go!”

• Under the federal Aquatic Invasive 

Species Regulations, it is illegal to 

possess, transport or release aquatic 

invasive species in Canda (intentionally or 

unintentionally)

Clean Drain Dry 

Information Campaign
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• eDNA monitoring for invasive zebra 
mussels

• Veliger monitoring for mussels and 
spiny waterflea

• Visual inspections of infrastructure 
(docks and buoys)

➢ No Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) 
found in Prince 

AIS Monitoring
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• Purpose: Prevent watercraft that have 

high-risk of carrying high-risk AIS species 

from entering Prince Albert National Park 

waters without inspection & 

decontamination. 

• All watercraft must have a mandatory AIS 

watercraft certification permit before 

entering park waters. 

• This includes motorboats, canoes, kayaks, 
stand-up paddleboards, wind surfing boards 
and rowboats.

• Consistent with Parks Canada & SK ENV

Watercraft Certification Permit

3:30
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Available April 15, 2025.

Pick up your free watercraft certification permit at one of the following 

locations:

• East or South Entry Gates

• Visitor Centre

• One of the three marinas

• Self-certification stations located at a boat launch or day-use area.

Complete the form. Carry the top section with you when using your 

watercraft. Drop off the bottom section at a self-certification station or with 

a Parks Canada staff member.

Watercraft Certification Permit
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• Watercraft used outside of Saskatchewan must undergo inspection 

and/or decontamination by trained Parks Canada to meet permit 

conditions

• Inspection and decontamination available by appointment only
• Primary station: Park Operations Compound

• Secondary station: Southend Meridian 

• Hours of operation: Daily, 8:00 am - 3:30 pm, open May 12th

• “Inspected for AIS” stickers will be affixed to inspected and 

decontaminated watercraft by Parks Canada staff

Inspection & Decontamination
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How can Elk Ridge residents help stop the spread 
of aquatic invasive species (AIS) and protect Park 
lakes and rivers?

• Obtain a permit for your watercraft (including 
all motorboats, canoes, kayaks, stand-up 
paddleboards, wind surfing boards, and 
rowboats).

• “Clean, Drain & Dry” your watercraft after each 
use.

• Spread the message – not the mussel! 

Working Together
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It’s about spreading 
the message, 

not the mussel.
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Thank you!
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